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CIT Policy on Joint Degrees with EPP

The unique CIT doctoral program in Engineering and Public Policy provides
opportunities for advanced graduate study of both the technical and policy aspects of a
broad range of topics at the interface of technology and policy. EPP and any CIT
department can agree to offer a joint Ph.D. degree (i.e., one degree with two fields listed
in the title) to a particular student.

Students interested in pursuing a joint Ph.D. degree must apply to the second department
within the first academic year of Ph.D. study. Students cannot apply for a joint Ph.D.
degree program upon initial entry; initial Ph.D. applications must be to one department
only. If both departments agree to admit a student to a joint Ph.D. program, the student
must either pass the Ph.D. qualifying exams of both departments or pass a mutually
agreed upon shared exam.

In addition, the student must either meet the course requirements of both departments or
meet a mutually agreed upon set of course requirements. The doctoral committee for a
joint Ph.D. student must include representation from both departments involved, and the
dissertation topic should make significant contributions in both fields. The extent to
which the dissertation research speaks to both fields must be discussed explicitly at the
proposal stage and revisited by the doctoral committee over the course of the degree
program.
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