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Part-Time Graduate Programs 
 
For part-time students, certain graduate courses may be offered on a rotating basis in 
two- or three-year cycles. The Master of Science degree requirements can usually be 
completed on a  part-time basis within three to four years, in part through the substitution 
of additional course work, or project work for a graduate research thesis project 
according to the departmental stipulations. All students are encouraged to complete the 
degree program as rapidly as possible.  
  
All part-time Ph.D. degree candidates must complete one academic year (two full 
semesters) in residence on a Carnegie Mellon campus after beginning studies in the 
Ph.D. program. The two semesters in residence do not have to be contiguous.  The 
purpose of the residency requirement is to ensure that all Ph.D. graduates of CIT have 
spent time interacting closely with CIT faculty members and graduate students as part of 
their Ph.D. experience. The time in residence also ensures an adequate opportunity to 
prepare for and complete the Ph.D. qualifying examinations at the beginning of Ph.D. 
studies. Consequently, students intending to become Ph.D. degree candidates must 
consult their faculty advisors concerning the appropriate format and timing of their 
qualifying examinations and residency before or upon initiation of Ph.D. studies. Special 
situations may warrant modifications of the residency requirement, e.g., pursuit of a 
Ph.D. degree by a Carnegie Mellon staff member.  Petitions for modification of the 
residency requirement must be approved by the relevant department head(s) and the 
Associate Dean for Graduate and Faculty Affairs.  
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